
 

 

Willow Farm Primary School 

EYFS Long Term Overview 
 

 

 
Areas of the 

EYFS Curriculum 

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 
What makes me special?  

WOW- Showing parents around classroom and showing 
them their new surrounding s and setting s 

Outcome- All about me booklet to show to parents during 
visit  

Has anyone walked on the moon?  
WOW- watch space travel and moon landing 

footage 

Outcome- perform nursery rhymes to babies 
 

Why do ladybirds have spots? 
WOW- Observe caterpillars as they change to 

become butterflies 

Outcome- Create a labelled picture of the lifecycle of a 
butterfly 

Literacy 
Comprehension, 
Word reading, 

Writing 

Drawing and labelling self 
  Name writing and reading 

Reading and writing simple captions (phase 2) 
Simple reading comprehension (phase 2)  
Rhyming activities (phase 2) 
Simple labelling (own family/family, body parts) 
List of people in school 
Reading and writing VC/CVC words linked to 
phonics 
Simple lists 
Autumn words vocabulary 
Simple instructions 
Non-fiction book features 
Genres – poster, labels, books, 
diary writing – At the weekend… 

  Reading and writing 
CVCC/CCVC words (phase 2 and 3) 

   Reading and writing sentences (Phase 2, 3  tricky words) 
Recount/re-tel ling stories – story maps  
Reading comprehension (phase 3) 
Difference between fiction and non-fiction 
Non-fiction book features  
Speech bubbles 
New Year resolutio ns 
Winter words vocabulary  
Alien descriptio ns 
Genres – non fiction space books and owl fact file, poetry, 
labels, books, invitatio n s , diary writing– At the weekend 

   Reading and writing sentences (Phase  2, 3, and 4 tricky      
   words) 

Reading comprehension (phase 3 and 4) 
 Write own story opener 
Finish off a story that has been started  as a class 
Fact files linked to mini beasts 

  Non-fiction writing linked to mini- beasts, woodlands 
Woodland/m inibea s t riddle  
Story map 
Spring words vocabulary 
Genres – poster, labels, books, diary writing– At the weekend… 

Maths 
Number, numerical 

patterns 

See Maths Termly Progression Overviews 

Science 
Understanding the 

World 
The natural world 

Body parts and senses  
Animals and hibernation 
Seasonal changes – Autumn 
Harvest festival 
Changing materials popcorn 

Our Earth – sun, moon, solar system 
Light and dark/day and night  

   Oral health 
Nocturnal/Diurnal animals 
Everyday materials – changes to materials- alien slime 

  Habitats – local woodland  
  habitats  Mini-beasts 

Woodland animals – simple animal 
classification  
Lifecycles plants and animals 

Geography 
Understanding the 

World 
People, culture and 

communities /The 
natural world 

What is the area you live in like? Village, town, 
city? 
Journey to school - What can you see? 
Features in the local environment – school/own 
house/hous es 
Where did you visit on your holiday? 
Weather/ seasonal climate 

Lunar New Year – focus on China 
Pancake day – link to Mama Panya’s Pancakes – Africa 
The different planets in the solar system  
The earth moves around the sun and the moon moves round the 
earth. 
Signs of spring in our locality 
 
 

 

Different habitats in our local environment 
 Looking after the environment – pollution/electric cars 
Changes in the weather and how it affects animal 
behaviour – hibernation, breeding season etc 



 

 

History 
Understanding the 

World 
Past and present 

Nursery/school – same 
or different? 
Own family history 
Family tree 
Family portraits/pho tograph s 
Local history – Gedling 
Role of people in society – local to us; school staff  

History of space travel – Tim Peake (ISS) and Neil       Armstrong 
Mae Jemmerson- first African American woman in space.  
History of the police, fire brigade – how has this changed 
over time? Transport? Facilities? What is it like now? 
Roles of people in the wider community – how do these 
people help and support their local community? Link to  
Gedling. 

 

Show an understanding of the passing of time 
through the life cycles of butterfly, frog, plant and 
humans. 
 
 

DT 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Structure – Clay faces salt, dough hearts 
Food – pumpkin soup 
Design -  friendship bracelets 

Structure –  box models of spacecraft, Chinese new year lanterns 
Mechanisms – moving part craft activities – Chinese dragon 
Collage – owl babies, torn paper 

Structure – Box model gardens, Clay minibeasts,  
Playdough insects 

Textiles – toilet roll insects 
 

Art 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Drawing - Self portraits and real-life objects (friends, fruit 
and vegetables  linked to harvest, leaves) using 
pencils/coloured pencils 
Photography – take photo of friends 

Drawing- Self (oil pastels) 
Paint – Different shades and textures with paint e.g. winter art 
scene, planet and space work. 
Printing – balloon prints to create 
planets  

Drawing; self and still life objects (animals and plants) 
Pencil/Colou red pencils/Sketching flowers and insects 
Painting – watercolour real life flowers 
Printing –  bubble wrap hexagons for bee hive, string snail 
shells and butterflies 
Sculpture – clay snails with seeds to create shell pattern  
Artist Georgia O’Keefe, Matisse  

Jigsaw/RE 
PSED/ 

Communication & 
Language 

Being me in my world 
Self identity 
Understanding 
feelings 
Being in a 
classroom 
Being gentle 
Rights and 
responsibilities 

We’re special – Caring, 
belonging and baptism  
Caring - Dottie and Buzz 

 

 

Dreams and Goals 
Challenges 
Perseverance 
Goal-setting 
Overcoming obstacles 
Seeking help 
Jobs 
Achieving goals 

Special stories from the 
Bible 

  Jonah 
Creation 
Joseph 
David and Goliath 
Noah 

 
 

Relationships 
 Family life 
Friendship s 
Breaking 
friendships 
Falling out 
Dealing with 
bullying 
Being  a good 
friend 

A special place – At the Church 
Local Christian place of worship  
– Gedling church 

Features and events at a church 
Church visit 
 
 

Technology E-safety – Privacy and Security 
Coding 
How to use a mouse to click on 
screen images 
Ipads to record signs of 
Autumn 

E-safety - Online bullying, relationships and well-being 
Coding 
Using a mouse to click and drag 
Ipads to research space facts 

E-safety – Creative credit, copyrigh t and quality 
ipads to research insect facts and images 
Take photos of minibeasts and review 
Use keyboard to type name 

PE 
Fine and Gross 

Motor Skills 

Assess Pencil grip, scissor use and other fine motor 
skills 
Team games outside, bean bags, balancing, trim trail, 
hoops, obstacle courses in teams, ball skills 
Yoga/parachute games 
Gross- Core skills; balance, strength 

Gymnastics – balancing, stretching, different ways of rolling 
and moving over beams, safe jumping, mat work 

  Dance – linked to topic – being in space, planets, Gustav Holst – 
the planets music 
 

Gross- Core skills; Bilateral integration and reinforcement of 
other core skills from Aut 1 and Aut 2 

Ball skills invasion games – football, tag games dodgeball – 
bouncing, catching, throwing, running, team games 

Spatial awareness 

Gross- Jumping, hopping, skipping, running (fast and slow) 

Music 
Nursery Rhyme 

Focus 

Sing Up – I’ve got a grumpy face/The sorcerer’s 
Apprentice 
Heads , should, knees and toes, Two little dickie birds, 
Twinkle, twinkle, Polly put the kettle on, Jack and Jill, This 
old man, One two Buckle my Shoe, This is the house that 
Jack built 

Sing up - Bird spotting/Shake my sillies out 
Ten in a bed, Ten green bottles, Simple Simon, The Grand old 
Duke of York, The Muffin Man, The Queen of Hearts 

Sing Up – Slap, clap, clap/Bow Belinda 
Mary had a little Lamb, Baa baa black sheep, This Little  
Piggy, 5 Little ducks, Dingle dangle Scarecrow, Goose y  
goosey gander, Little Bo Peep, Hot cross Buns, Old 
Macdonald 



 

 

General  How to stay safe – 999, green cross code Looking after the environment – pollution and encouraging 
wildlife  



 

 

 

Areas of the 
EYFS Curriculum 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 
What would it be like to walk with 

dinosaurs? 
 

WOW- Din o sa u r e g g  h a tch e s  in  c la ss  

Outcome - identify and discuss similarities and differences 

between dinosaurs and habitats 

Where does bread come from? 
 

WOW- A visit to Greens windmill/visi ts from 
traditional tale characters eg the gingerbread man, 

the elves and the shoemaker 
Outcome- Make our own bread 

 

 

What can we do on a sunny day? 
 

WO W-  Role play flying to a sunny place 
for a holiday as a class 

Outcome- create water themed obstacle course in outdoor 
area 

Literacy 
Comprehension, 
Word reading, 

Writing 

Reception 
Reading and writing CVC words (phase 2 and 3) 
Name writing  
Rhyming words 
Reading and writing simple captions  and sentences 
(phase 2 and 3 and tricky words) 
Reading and writing lists 
Reading and writing simple instructions 
 Recount/re-te ll ing stories – story maps 
Reading comprehension (phase 3) 
  
Genres – instructional text, poetry, labelling, non fiction books 
and fact file, recount –Christmas, lists and letters to Santa, 
diary writing  – At the weekend… 

Reception 
Reading and writing sentences (Phase     2, 3 and 4 and tricky 
words) 
Reading comprehension (phase 4) 
Easter Poetry 
Story map 
Tradition al tales 
Reading and writing lists  
Reading and writing simple instruc tion s 

  Recount/re-te ll ing stories – three little pigs 
and the Easter story 
 
Genres – wanted poster, labels, bread recipe, 
books, instructions for seed planting, diary 
writing  – At the weekend… 

Reception 
Reading and writing sentences (Phase 2, 3, 4 tricky words) 
Plan and write own simple story 
Fact files linked to around the world 
 Under the sea riddle 
Summer poetry 
Summer words vocabulary 
Genres – poster, letter, poetry, instructions, stories, labels, books, 
diary writing  – At the weekend… 

Maths 
Number, numerical 

patterns 

See Maths Termly Progression Overviews 

Science 
Understanding the 

World 
The natural world 

Seasonal changes – Winter 
Habitats around the world – Rainforest, Polar, Desert 
 Simple animal adaptation 
Carnivores, herbivores, omnivores  
Why living things become extinct  
Fossils and their formation 
 

Living and non-living 
Plants – growing, where do plants 
(food) grow?  
Where does our food grow? 
Changing materials -bread 
 

Healthy eating/keeping self healthy  
Habitats under the sea 
Animal classification – fish 
Food chains 
Summer seasonal changes  
Everyday materials – describe, sorting 
Float and sink 
Changes in states – solids and liquids 

Geography 
Understanding the 

World 
People, culture and 

communities/The 
natural world 

Volcanoes  
Different habitats 
Christmas celebrations –  
How do people celebrate 
around the world? Where 
is Lapland? 
What is an Archaeologist 
and Geologist? 
 
 

Where is Greens windmill? 
Features of a windmill 

Where are castles local to us? 
Features of a castle 

Local area Map work 
Journey of a banana/cacao pod 

Cultural stories linked to growing food e.g. Handa’s Surprise 
 

Summer Weather, our local climate  
Our coastline (UK) and features 
Where in the world - Rainforest, Polar, Desert  
People, Animals linked to these areas  
Oceans 
Looking after the environment – endangered animals, 
deforestation 

History 
Understanding the 

World 
Past and present 

Remembrance Day 
Bonfire night – Guy Fawkes 
Prehistoric earth – dinosaurs were around before humans 
and other kinds of animals 

Life in a castle 
Robin Hood (Legend) 
Farming and food production in the past –windmills and use of 
working animals on farms 

The Wright brothers history of aviation  
History of polar explorers – Captain Scott 



 

 

DT 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Food – Diwali food preparation 
Struc tu re – animal/dino sa ur sculpture linked to artist 
Collage – autumn stained glass tree 

Structure – box model castles, mothers day flowers 
Mechanism – Make own moving windmill 
Food – bread making 
Textiles – stitch gingerbread man, make 
magic wand, weave easter egg basket 

Food- fruit kebabs, Making ice cream 
Textile – Weaving the underwater background for the  collage 
Structure - box model boat, paper bowl jelly fish and crabs 
Design – beaded flip flops 

Art 
Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Drawing; self and real-life objects (Poppy,  
firework pictures) using  pencils/coloured 
pencils/pastels,  
Painting; Colour mixing, different brushes to achieve 
different marks – linked to firework picture 
Printing – leaf prints, 
finger and veg prints  
Sculpture – Diva clay pot 
Local Notts Artist – 
Michelle Reader sculpture 

Drawing- coat of arms, fairy tale characters and homes 
Painting – add white - colour mix for pink – three little pigs 
Printing –  castle walls for role play and castle 
pictures, easter printing 
 

Drawing - self portraits for transition and still life objects  
(fish) using a variety of sketching materials 
Collage – Under the water scene (variety of materials), 
Photography – fathers day cards 
Painting – 3D paint icec ream, shades of yellow colou r 
mixing, summer art work, star fish using cotton buds 
 
Artist Alma Thomas – sunset art 

Scarf/RE 
PSE/CL 

Celebrating difference 
Identifying talents 
Being special 
Families 
Where we live 
Making friends 
Standing up for yourself 

Special times 1 
- Celebrations 
(Harvest, Sukkot, 
Diwali and 
Christm as) 

 

Healthy me 
Exercising bodies 
Physical activity 
Healthy food 
Sleep 
Keeping clean 
Safety  
 

A special person – Jesus’ 
parables  
Lost sheep 
Lost coin 
Prodigal son 
Wise and folish builders 
Good Samaritan 
The sower 

   Easter – Dotty and Buzz 

Changing me 
Respecting my body 
Growing up 
Growth and change 
Fun and fears 
celebrations 

Jesus stories – A Special Person 
Jesus’ miracles 
Blind man 
Water into wine 
Full fishing nets 
Lazarus 
Paralysed man 
 

 

Technology E-safety – Online bullying, relationships and well-being  
Coding 
Using a  mouse to click and 
draw firework pictures on ICT 
art program  
Ipads record a small world 
play film about dinosaurs and 
watch back 

E-safety – Digital footprint and reputation 
 
Use a mouse and keyboard to double click to 
open and complete ICT programme 

E-safety – Recap 
 
Use a mouse and keyboa rd to open and complete  ICT program m e then 
shut down PC. 
Crea te videos on pads, 
- a day in the life of the kittens, 
- a m illions dream s song recordi ng , 
- alphabe t of favou rit e things 
 

PE Dance – different ways of moving linked to topics. Fog 
and Sunshine, d inosaurs etc 

  Yoga/parachute games 

Gross- Core skills; Shoulder girdle stability, Body 
awareness, Movement from left to right, bilateral motor 
coordination 

Sports Hall Athletics  
Running, throwing,  catching,  jumping, kicking, 
paired and small team activities 
 
Gross- Ball skills; underarm throwing, overarm throwing, 
catching, kicking, core stability and balance, 
proprioception 

Basic athletics, sport’s day activities, playground games 
 

Gross- Ball skills; underarm throwing, overarm throwing, 
catching, kicking, core stability and balance, 
proprioception 

Music 
Nursery Rhyme 

Focus 

Sing up – Witch, Witch/Row, row, row your boat 
London bridge is falling down, Little Jack Horner, Pussy 
cat, pussy cat, Ride a cock horse, Ring a ring o’roses, I’m a 
little teapot 

Sing Up – Up and down/Five Fine Bumblebees 
Little Miss.Muffet, Incy, wincy spider, Fuzzy wuzzy, Creepy 
Crawly, Here is the beehive, Insects all around (tune of Twinkle 
twinkle), The ants go marching, Round and round the garden, 
Teddy bear, teddy bear turn around 

Sing Up – Down there under the sea/It’s oh so quiet 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5,, A sailor went to sea, This little Piggy, Three 
blind mice, Old Mother Hubbard, Alice the camel, Five little 
ducks, five little monkeys 

General Bonfire night 
Remembrance Day 
Diwali 
Christm as 

Mothers day Looking after the environment – endangered species 
Staying safe near water-seaside, rivers, canals 
Sun-safety 
Fathers day 



 

 

 


