
Year 4 
Australia 

 

Enquiry 

Question 

Retrieval 

Activity 

Teaching Input Activities Vocabulary 

Where is the 

Australian 

capital? What 

is the 

population, 

key features 

and size of 

Australia? 

 

Sub 

questions: 

Where in the 

world is 

Australia? 

What it is it 

scale to the 

UK?  What 

time is it now 

in Australia? 

On their 

white boards 

children to 

remember 

what they can 

from their 

previous 

learning 

before year 4. 

 

For example: 

Hemisphere, 

continents, 

tropics, 

oceans 

Where, oceans, distance, population, size/scale, 

capital and Sydney. Time zones and daylight. 

 

*It is an island country in the Southern 

hemisphere and belongs to Oceania/Australia. 

Australia is surrounded by the Indian Ocean and 

the Pacific Ocean. 

 

Resources: Modified PP from Twinkl 

Labelling map of Australia and adding the features 

and facts 

Hemisphere 

Country 

Continent 

Capital 

Australia  

Australasia 

Canberra 

Tropics 

Pacific Ocean 

Indian Ocean 

What is the 

climate in 

Australia and 

how does it 

affect 

Australians? 

 

Climate and 

impact on 

people 

 

Children to 

label a map 

and answer 

week one’s 

enquiry 

questions. 

Refer back to 

the climate 

Sun and beaches, impact on humans and how they 

use them 

 

Snowy mountains, seasons and when in the year 

 

Equator 

Tropic of Capricorn 

Tropic of cancer 

 

*The Equator is an imaginary circle around Earth. 

It divides Earth into two equal parts: the 

Explaining what the weather is like in Melbourne 

compared to the rest of Australia. 

Talk about summer/winter and how in other parts 

of Australia they don’t have seasons and have a 

tropical climate all year round. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHgs8dcmB4M 

 

What is the same and what is different for 

Jackson compared to us. 

Climate 

Weather 

Seasons 

Tropical 

Earth 

Equator 

Northern 

Hemisphere 

Southern 

Hemisphere  

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Earth/353074
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHgs8dcmB4M
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The vast size 

of Australia 

 

Northern Hemisphere and the Southern 

Hemisphere. It runs east and west halfway 

between the North and South poles. 

 

*The Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 

Capricorn are the two most important latitude 

lines made, apart from the equator. 

*Tropic of Cancer It is the beginning of summer 

in the Northern Hemisphere and the beginning of 

winters in the Southern hemisphere. North of 

the Tropic of Cancer is the subtropics and the 

Northern Temperate Zones. South of the Tropic 

of Cancer are the Tropics. This area does not 

experience distinctly changing seasons because 

the sun is always high in the sky. 

Resources: Interview with contact in Australia 

and clip below with makes references to 

differences in climate between the UK and 

Townsville in Northern Australia. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-

video/geography-ks1-ks2-your-world-north-of-

england-north-australia/zjrtscw 

Tropic of 

Capricorn 

Tropic of 

cancer 

 

What is it 

like to live in 

Sydney?  

 

Sydney/Blue 

Mountains 

 

Label map 

Focus on 

similarities 

and 

differences 

from week 

two’s activity. 

Travel (metro, ferries, cycling) 

Key landmarks 

Geographical locations people visit in their spare 

time (beaches, parks and Blue Mountains) 
 

 

Resources: Modified PP from Twinkl 

Labelling Sydney map, describing each location, 

comparing leisure activities 

Sydney 

Mountains 

Mountain 

range 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1-ks2-your-world-north-of-england-north-australia/zjrtscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1-ks2-your-world-north-of-england-north-australia/zjrtscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1-ks2-your-world-north-of-england-north-australia/zjrtscw
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What it is 

like in the 

middle 

Australia and 

what is 

there? 

Is tourism 

good for 

Uluru? 

 

Outback & 

Uluru 

Label maps 

Children to 

describe what 

life is like in 

Sydney. 

Similarities 

and 

differences. 

Where is Uluru, distance from Sydney and 

compare to Nottingham in relation to its 

distance? 

What is it like there? 

Why is it important to Aboriginal people? 

Tourism at Uluru and impact on it. 

Why/why isn’t it good for torism? 

 

* Uluru is the Aboriginal name for this rock 

The rock was created over 600 million years ago. 

*The rock was originally at the bottom of a large 

ocean. 

 

Resources: Modified Twinkl PP 

Labelling map 

Explaining pictures 

Tourism discussion identifying pros and cons 

Uluru 

Tourism 

Aboriginal 

 

Why do so 

many people 

visit the 

coastal town 

of Airlie 

Beach? Why 

did Miss 

David visit 

and why did 

she love being 

there?  

 

Coast 

 

Children to 

find Uluru and 

Sydney on 

map. Children 

to explain on 

their white 

boards why 

Uluru so 

important to 

Australians? 

Where is Airlie Beach? How big is it? What is 

tourism like and what are the Whitsundays? 

 

What are the businesses in Airlie Beach? 

Own experience of cruising around and wildlife 

and beaches. 

 

Resources: Own PP to use for this session. 

 

Picture and identify questions then undertake 

interview. 

 

Answer the enquiry questions. 

Airlie Beach 

Whitsundays 

Whitehaven 

Beach 

Costal 

Region 

Tourism 

Business  
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What makes 

the Barrier 

Reef so 

great? How 

and why is 

changing? 

 

Reef 

Locations and 

why do people 

Airlie Beach? 

The Barrier Reef, what is there and how it is 

changing. 

 

*The Great Barrier Reef is the largest reef in 

the world. 

*The Great Barrier Reef is larger than the entire 

country of Italy put together. 

*Over 1500 species of tropical Fish, 400 

different types of Coral, 200 types of Birds and 

20 types of Reptiles are just some of the 

lifeforms which inhabit the reef 

*LINKS TO SCIENCE-THE 

REEF/UNDERWATER HABITAT 

Resources: 

You Tube clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61RzwbaSoeU 

This clip talks about why changes are 

happening to the reef. 

Modified Twinkl PP 

 

Animals on the reef and food  

 

 

 

They will need to have key facts included such as 

the location, what they can expect to see when 

they are there and also give information about the 

protection around the Great Barrier Reef. 

 

Task 

 “Everyone tells me that the Great Barrier reef is 

amazing and is one of our worlds best natural 

creation, but I don’t believe it!” Miss David 

You must now write a paragraph in response to 

Miss David’s statement. 

 

Arlie Beach 

Snorkelling 

Scuba Diving 

The Great 

Barrier Reef 

Lifeforms 

Inhabit 

Habitat 

Species 

Damage 

Protection 

Global 

warming 

 

 

What is so 

special about 

Cape 

Tribulation 

and why do 

people visit? 

 

Rainforest 

Label points 

and explain 

why people 

visit them. 

For example, 

why do people 

go to Sydney? 

Uluru? What 

is there to 

visit? 

Where it is on map. Daintree Rainforest, tourism, 

what you need to wear. 

Showing lots of images 

 

 *It is located within the Daintree National Park  

Cape Tribulation was named by British navigator 

Lieutenant James Cook on 10 June 1770 after 

his ship scraped a reef north east of the cape, 

whilst passing over it. 

 

Writing a persuasive paragraph for a holiday flyer 

to make people visit Cape Tribulation. 

 

 

If you could only visit one place in Australia where 

would you go and why? 

Daintree 

Cape 

Tribulation 

Rainforest 

Species 

James Cook 

Navigator 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61RzwbaSoeU
https://kids.kiddle.co/Daintree_National_Park
https://kids.kiddle.co/James_Cook
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Daintree Rainforest is one of the oldest 

continuous rainforests in the world, 

dating back over one hundred and thirty-five 

million years. 

 

Resources:  

A short Youtube clip looking at the Daintree 

Rainforest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyxoZsGrNzk 

 

Useful website below 

https://www.kidzone.ws/habitats/daintree-

rainforest.htm 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyxoZsGrNzk
https://www.kidzone.ws/habitats/daintree-rainforest.htm
https://www.kidzone.ws/habitats/daintree-rainforest.htm

